GENERAL FRANCO
i
ON the 4th December, 1892, Pilar Baamonde, wife
of Nicolas Franco, produced her second son, and
he was called Francisco Franco Baamonde. The
practice of giving to children the surnames of both
the father's and the mother's family is traditional
in Spain, but surnames matter little in this part
of the story, for within the bosom of his family
the great Franco was nothing more than little
Paquito, There were eventually five in the family,
Nicolas, Francisco, a daughter, Filar, and two
more sons, Ramon and Pazita. Pazita died at the
age of five. Now that the three remaining sons
have achieved fame, Francisco as generalissimo,
Nicolas in the reflected light of his brother's glory
as his adviser, and Ramon as a transatlantic flyer,
a romantic tale is told of their boyhood. The
three made a pact, each one vowing to become a
great champion in his own sphere. " I shall be as
admiral," said Nicolas; " And I a great general,"
said Francisco; "I shall fry-the Atlantic," said
Ramon. To point out, when this story is told,
that Nicolas' fame is certainly not naval, that
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